companies and their contractors are responsible for the provision of primary care, occupational health and hygiene services and the treatment of individual accidental injuries.
Where a major disaster occurs a mobile surgical team provided by the Institute of Environmental and Offshore Medicine, University of Aberdeen, in conjunction with the hospital services in Aberdeen can be mobilized and transported to the scene of the emergency. For such an exercise transport by helicopter is provided by the oil companies who also arrange insurance cover for members of the team taking part in the operation. In addition, various other authorities willingly participate by giving whatever help they have available in an area where an emergency occurs, while the Coast Guard and Royal Navy have the authority to coordinate the available services and assume responsibility for directing the rescue operation. The Scottish Home and Health Department are taking a leading part in the development and coordination of the medical services available onshore to back up the doctors and ancillary medical staff who provide primary care on the rigs and other offshore structures.
The diving medical service is continuing to develop and groups of medical officers who have received basic training in diving medicine at the Institute of Naval Medicine, Alverstoke, form a rota for 24-hour cover for the North Sea. The specialist consultant back-up to the diving service consists of a handful of experts who may be working at the time in Marseilles, the United States, Norway, Aberdeen or Lerwick, but by means of telephone or telex services one of them can be contacted at any time of the day or night.
The treatment of illness or accidental injury in divers working under pressure and their transport to centres of specialist care continues to tax the ingenuity of the experts and to generate discussion as to the best method to adopt. At the moment there is no agreement and separate schools of thought continue to argue the case for their particular method. Thus the engineering techniques developed to extract oil from the North Sea have, in their turn, created the demand for a whole new specialty in the need to provide a system of prevention and treatment of medical conditions associated with the work of the offshore industry.
Occupational medicine and hygiene must follow primary care and these services are gradually being developed, since in many areas construction is proceeding and primary medical services are only now being arranged to cover this work.
Production platforms in the North Sea consist entirely of an accumulation of heavy machinery occupying several floors and standing on steel or concrete frames exposed to wind and sea. Pumps, compressors, generators and drilling equipment occupy the central areas with living quarters relegated to the corners of the structure, often with less than the ideal amount of space. Many production wells are already drilled and the oil is flowing by underwater pipeline to refineries and loading terminals. All these structures require routine inspection and maintenance, not to mfntion constant modification and improvement. The sheer size of the units and the scope of the problems has to be seen to be understood. In many ways it has been the magnitude of the engineering tasks for which we were not entirely prepared and which have resulted in demands on the medical services which could not be foreseen.
The meeting on offshore medicine was encouraging in that it demonstrated the widespread interest by individual experts, especially in the services, in all aspects of offshore medicine. The underlying impetus, however, for the operation still is provided by the oil companies. It is to be hoped that cooperation and common interest will continue to bind together all those who are interested from a professional as well as an operational point of view. The exploration companies in the North Seawho have already made enormous strides in engineering operations areconstantly developing new techniques. It is the duty of their medical services to keep pace with them and ensure that they are able to continue their difficult and dangerous work in healthy and safe conditions. 
